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(ESV) You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your
labor, of what you sow in the field.

(NIV) “Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops

you sow in your field.

(NAS) “Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first
fruits of your labors from what you sow in the field,;
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(NRS) You shall observe the festival of harvest, of the first fruits of

your labor, of what you sow in the field.

(RSV) You shall keep the feast of harvest, of the first fruits of your

labor, of what you sow in the field.
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(ESV) You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat
harvest,

(NAS) “And you shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, that is, the first
fruits of the wheat harvest,

(NIV) “Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat
harvest,

(RSV) And you shall observe the feast of weeks, the first fruits of
wheat harvest,

(NRS) You shall observe the festival of weeks, the first fruits of wheat
harvest,
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19) J. E. Hartley, Leviticus, WBC 4 (Nashville: Nelson, 1992), 388. & & ©|(J. E. Hartley)&= <
E Ao EAQ sER 29 2P| HE Fa Uk



ShbE T8 U3 F o A ARE 4 104719 Al BlEed b
L+ Ald 22 (Gezer calendar)= T3l A AT 5 Ao} Al vl Foll& o
= 22 777155 T

T ogo] [2R] £3/ F 2o [FE] A B | F 29 %L BF
[—:T;'—fﬂr A 4]

3 2ol [AxE 93] Ax7)

=) T

Sk 2o] (] S8t [FE] A

TR T 48

& 2o 45 #d F30

ool 7] 23t B EZH 27](0. Borowski)E o] g}t 9] FAHE 428 A]7]

E TNEol 285 = 5712 Yol A At A HA A7) = 7 g3t
Hel 75 A7|E 3 T R4 49 FE7HA AlSE = 7tel .
oloj A et T HA A= & 2t A 78 Y A A% FE A
Fo AI7Z 58 Fwdd Edn ol F AVIE FE SV E FEE/F

A g7 ARl a WA A9 ) Bt B2

A GO 2 A A AV R XS S8 238 0
=& 71200, 59 Feol A 79 B4R A& R Wl i A7E @
g7ke] o & 7Y F371QlH), 89 F471A A& BT olo] A npx A7)
N N T e A I
olzzhdlel Folehn ¥ Wl IR, dhTtlAE £ SR E @
2 26 e 2o} §0 R E S8l Sl dka 26
WPt DAY o] 2okl Mg Fo] FHE 22 A1 v

o}oq 7 ARE AR 7128 g9 7] 23:5-220] Utk 9o E&(. A
Thompson)3} R 2 H 7] 2] Oﬂ—ﬁloﬂ o3l FEA/Fude =9 &
B9 A F5gE0] A9 FAsttt oluf “&2) A o] 2 g T A A
oAzt 7FA AAE-E @A 2 sty aA ERTH11E). o] uf B o] A
@e &Y E& Fud 7 Foll e Y v v ok Fud
A E2 7H7 =7 s = =2 A A7 e, Fud 73 5L

< & o >

v}

20) O. Borowski, “Agriculture”, ABD 1, 95-98 (esp. 97).
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<Abstract>

The Problem of Translating 9°$p3 a1 as “Maeg Chu Jeol”

Jinkyu Kim
(Baekseok University)

The goal of this study is to suggest an alternative term for the Korean biblical
term “Maeg Chu Jeol” (Exo 23:16a) (which means the feast of barley harvest)
which is also referred to as “Chil Chil Jeol” (the feast of weeks) and “Oh Sun
Jeol” (Pentecost). Many Korean churches have confused “Maeg Chu Jeol” with
the Korean traditional thanksgiving feast of barley harvest which most Korean
churches observe in July each year.

The study explores three different approaches to analyzing the translation of
“Maeg Chu Jeol”: 1) a linguistic approach in the translation of the word 2"$p7 a7
2) a socio-cultural approach to the feasts of the Old Testament for which the
people of God offered seasonal agricultural products; and 3) a hermeneutical
approach to the three major feasts.

The translation of “Maeg Chu Jeol” in Exodus 23:16a is an incorrect
rendering considering the meaning of 9°3p71 27 which simply means the feast of
harvest. Hence, "8p1 17 can be better translated to the feast/festival of harvest
as represented in the majority of English Bible translations. 2¥m 9P 7132
(Exo 34:22a) has been mistakenly translated to the feast of the first fruits of
barley harvest (NKR; KRV). The word 2'r 93P does not mean barley harvest
but wheat harvest. It would therefore be more accurately translated to the first
fruits of wheat harvest as translated in the majority of English Bible translations.

Considering the agricultural products that the people of God offered for the
feasts, the type of grain that the Israelites offered for the feast of weeks was not
barley but wheat. Thus, the term “Maeg Chu Jeol” itself (which means the feast
of barley harvest) does not accurately represent the biblical feast.

When it comes to the hermeneutical meaning of feasts in the Old Testament,
the feast of weeks was not linked to a thanksgiving feast of barley harvest, but to
the celebration day of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.
Therefore this term brings about a more serious hermeneutical problem because

of Korean churches’ confusion of “Maeg Chu Jeol” as the thanksgiving feast of
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barley harvest. If they observe the thanksgiving feast of barley harvest in this
sense, they should also keep the Passover Festival and the Feast of Booths in a
literal sense. Hence, “Maeg Chu Jeol” should be replaced by a new term.

Once the feast of barley harvest is replaced by a new term the feast of harvest,
it may significantly reduce the Korean churches’ confusion of the thanksgiving
feast of barley harvest as the feast of weeks.



